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March 2018 

CMS Panther 

Press 
 

CMS Office Hours 

Monday - Friday  
7:30AM - 4:00PM 
(650) 851-1777 

 
 
March 16- Panache 8 Santa Cruz Jazz 
Festival 
 
March 16- CMS Dance Ormondale School 
7pm-9pm 
 
March 19-23- Spirit Week 
 
March 23- End of Third Quarter 
 
March 26- 9am to 10am Public High 
School Information meeting for parents 
(Sequoia High School District) 
 
March 27- Shelter in Place Drill at 12pm 
 
March 27- My Digital TAT2 Parent Meeting 
at Ormondale School 6:30-8pm 
 
March 29- Student meeting with Woodside 
High School Counselors 
 
March 29- Gold Rush 2018 Parent 
Meeting in room 302 at 5pm-6pm 
 
March 30- PVSD Maker Faire room 701 at 
12pm-4pm 
 

 
4th Graders working on Math with Mrs. 
Pope. 

Dear Panther Families, 
 
On a chilly, damp morning with Windy Hill shrouded in clouds, our students acted 
upon their right to choose how best to show their empathy for those lives lost in 
acts of violence. As I mentioned in last night’s email, this morning students had 
the right to choose which activity worked best for them. For middle school 
students, they could either join the walk-in or remain in class to work quietly. 
Alternatively, during the time set aside for the walk-in, our 4th and 5th grade 
students had a homeroom class lesson that highlighted empathy. 
Right before 10 am, small groups of students began drifting toward the middle 
school blacktop area. Approximately half of our middle school students and a 
handful of 4th & 5th grade students gathered to join the walk-in. This student led 
‘walk-in’ was respectful, somber and thoughtfully orchestrated by a core group of 
8th graders. Students who elected to remain in class sat quietly and worked on a 
variety of tasks.  
Providing a safe space for students who elected not to actively walk out was as 
important as providing time and space for the speeches and silence that honored 
the members of the Parkland school community. Any concerns that there would 
be arguments or disruption were dispelled by the respect and peaceful attitude of 
our students who were either outside on the blacktop or inside classrooms.  
As principal of the school, I am so proud of our students who made personal 
decisions about whether to join the walk-in or remain in class and work quietly for 
the scheduled 17 minutes. The tone was exactly what I would hope for...quiet, 
reflective and genuine. Students who led the walk-in demonstrated courage and 
passion in leading today. Together, our students will continue to make a 
difference and know the value of choice. 
Thank you all for your support and for the conversations you had and will 
continue to have with your children. This is a community that taught me the true 
meaning of the word discourse; it was obvious today that together we really are 
developing thinkers, creators and leaders who will make a difference for our 
future. It is an honor to work with such amazing, courageous students. Thank you 
parents for agreeing to let this be about students, that was very important to the 
students. 
Please carve out some time to talk tonight and more importantly, to listen. We 
have so much work to do to ensure our schools are safe and students have 
agency. I look forward to working with you to ensure a better future for our 
children.  
 
Respectfully, Cyndi 
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Our Lost and Found is full! Please stop 
by to see if there is anything that 
belongs to your family. 
 

 
Thank you to our PTO and PVSF for 
the co-funding for My Digital Tat2 
presentations! 
 

 
 

CMS San Mateo County 
STEM Fair Winners! 

  
Congratulations to all who 

participated.  
 
 
5th Grade: 
Jaya Melville and Camilla Jerng 
(Material Science) 
 
6th Grade: 
Eva Urbanek - Second place 
(Engineering design) 
Robert Clarkson - Honorable 
Mention  (Engineering Design) 
 
8th Grade: 
Sophia Artandi and Parker 
McLaughlin - Honorable 
Mention  (Environmental 
Science) 
 
 

My Digital Tat2: Yesterday was the first grade level workshop for our 4th 
graders. Well...I certainly learned volumes about what our 4th graders do 
with technology and I better understand your challenges of parenting in 
this digital age. Although my grandchildren both game and watch 
YouTube I was not totally aware of what this meant and how much a part 
of their world this is until I really listened in on the skillfully led 
conversation. As I sat through the presentation in Mrs.Lebsack’s 
classroom, I was struck by how willing and eager our students are to 
share what they know and why parents seek help with the tech piece at 
home. The facilitators of that grade level workshop are skilled at drawing 
out gems of insight that dropped from the lips of our 4th graders. Please 
be sure to attend the Parent Education Presentation scheduled at 
Ormondale on Tuesday, March 27 @ 6:30-8pm, I promise you will 
learn much that will help you through this pivotal change. (A flyer is 
at the end of the newsletter) 
 
Maker Faire: Please check out PVSD's 2nd Annual K-8 Maker Faire. We 
hope some of you will be able to attend. Feel free to share the event with 
your colleagues and neighbors! Come for 10 minutes or stay for 
hours....Our students have been immersed in passion projects and would 
love to showcase these to you! 
Get your free tickets here: http://pvsd.us/pvmake18  
Check out what we have been up to with our 4-8 makerspace here: 
http://makery.pvsd.net.  
 
 
Shrek: A huge thank you to Woodside Priory for granting us the 
use of their beautiful performing arts space for our spring musical. 
Due to the repairs taking place in our MUR we needed a ‘home’ and 
they were able to help us out. Be sure to join the community on 
April 4th or 5th at 6:30-8pm for some laughter and tears as we 
cheer on our fabulous cast! Thank you to our parents who are 
building sets, coordinating the cast and in general just taking care of 
all that is ‘musical theater’ at CMS! 
 
Yosemite 2018 Parent Information Meeting: All current 6th grade 
parents are invited to the information meeting regarding the 
Overnight trip to Yosemite scheduled for November. The meeting 
will be in Room 102 on March 15 at 6 pm. At this time Mrs. Cox will 
explain the ins and outs of the trip. Please be sure to fill out the 
Yosemite 2018 Commitment Form to help plan for successful 
funding of the trip.  
 
Walk to Washington 2018: Several 7th grade parents are needed 
to coordinate the fundraiser for the 8th grade trips to DC. 
Traditionally, this involves planning for the event (this is flexible 
planning time and much can be completed at home). If you are 
organized, or want to hone those skills, this is a much valued 
position to ensure the ongoing funding of the DC trip. Please 
contact Ms. Maijala if you are able to help with this.  

 

http://pvsd.us/pvmake18
http://makery.pvsd.net/
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A Message From Assistant Principal Kristen Shima 

 
 
 
CMS MIDDLE SCHOOL DANCE INFORMATION: 
This Friday night 3/16, we will be having our St. Patrick’s Day Middle School Dance from 7-9pm in the 
Ormondale MUR. The dance is being moved to the ORM MUR due to the current closure of the CMS 
MUR because of water damage. It is important that students and parents be aware that kids are not 
allowed to wander around the ORM campus during the dance. They need to come into the dance, or 
they will be asked to leave campus. There are no in and out privileges at the dance and all students 
MUST be picked up by an adult at 9pm in front of the ORM office. Students will not be allowed to 
walk or bike home after the dance. Student Council will be selling snacks and the cost of entry is $10. 
Because of the smaller MUR, we are not allowing guests for this dance. It should be a fun night! 
 
PENNIES FOR PATIENTS ENDS FRIDAY! 
The last day to participate in the Pennies for Patients drive is this Friday, March 16th, Student Council 
has been leading a Pennies for Patients fundraiser for children with leukemia. Water jugs labeled by 
grade will be by the drop-off area before and after school. Donate loose coins to a certain grade's jug to 
give them positive points (1 cent= 1 point) and paper bills to give them negative points (1 dollar bill= 
negative 100 points). The top three places will receive spirit points that contribute to the end of year 
spirit prize.  
 
SPIRIT WEEK MARCH 19- MARCH 23 
Students dress up daily to show their school spirit and to earn spirit points for their grade! 
Monday 3/19- Sports Day 
Tuesday 3/20- Crazy Day 
Wednesday 3/21- Beach Day 
Thursday 3/22- Neon Day 
Friday 3/23- College Day 
 
 
8th GRADE- PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOL INFORMATION: 
Next week, I will be going into the 8th grade CORE classes to talk about the high school placement 
process for next year. Our CMS teachers are recommending students for their 9th grade classes and 
students will receive their course recommendation sheets next week.  
 
Monday, March 26th from 9-10am, Francisco Negri, head counselor at Woodside High School will be 
at CMS and is available to meet with parents that may have questions about the public high school 
placement process.  
 
Thursday, March 29th, Woodside High counselors will be at CMS to meet with all 8th grade students 
that are attending a public high school in the Sequoia High School District next year. Students will have 
an opportunity to talk one on one with the counselor and get their questions answered about class, 
sports, and high school life! 
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END OF THIRD QUARTER- March 23 
This year is flying by! The end of the third quarter for middle school is next Friday, March 23rd. It is 
important that students and parents stay on top of assignments and grades using Google Classroom 
and also the Powerschool Parent Portal. Teacher will finalize grades and comments during the week of 
March 26th and these grades can be seen in Powerschool. The third quarter is mid-way through the 
second semester and is a “progress report”, but a good checkpoint before grades are finalized in June.  
 
EMERGENCY PREP AT CMS 
Throughout the year, we continually train our staff on the Big Five Safety Protocols which are put out by 
the County Office (Evacuation, Drop, Cover and Hold On, Secure Campus, Shelter in Place and 
Lockdown Barricade). This month, we will run a Shelter in Place drill on March 27th at approximately 
12:05 pm. During this drill, students will not be allowed to leave campus or exit their rooms.  Shelter in 
Place is a short term measure implemented to isolate students/staff from the outdoor environment and 
prevent exposure to contaminants or threats posed by wildlife etc. The procedures include closing and 
sealing doors, windows, shutting of air conditioning/heat etc. Classroom instruction continues as normal 
during this drill. We run drills every month and continually meet as a staff and safety team to analyze 
and improve our procedures. Due to current happenings, we will not hold our usual ‘unannounced’ drills.  
 
Also, just a reminder that in the event that CMS ever needs to evacuate to an off campus location, 
our safe space is at Triangle Park- between Roberts Market and Ace Hardware.  
 
We will be testing out our opt- in text messaging system soon to improve communication with staff and 
families in the event of a real emergency. Stay tuned for more details on how to join the SMS 
messaging group (for emergency use only). 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A Few Words From Counselor Todd Patterson 

 
 
This month we are excited to offer My Digital Tat2 
grade level appropriate workshops for grades 4-8. 
Thanks to our Foundation and PTO, we have the full 
range of presentations: Staff (just delivered on 
Monday), Students (Grades 4 & 5 this week; Middle 
School next week.) Workshops will stress the 
importance of being responsible and kind while 
navigating through the electronic world.  A parent 
component will be taking place on March 27th at 6:30 
at Ormondale. This is for all district parents. Feel free 
to bring a neighbor or friend so they too can learn 
about Memes and Screens.  Look for an upcoming 
flyer to be pushed out closer to the date.  
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2nd Annual PVSD Maker Faire! 

 

Please put the 2nd Annual PVSD Maker Faire on your calendar.  It will be held on Friday, March 30th, 
12 to 4pm.  Students, besides club members, have been sent an invitation to share their passion at the 
faire. Please encourage students to get involved. 
 
Some key points are: 
 
* some students will be out of the class showcasing their projects or volunteering to help run the event 
 
* you are invited and encouraged to bring your afternoon classes out to visit the faire  
 
* if you would like to share a passion of yours, the club members can put together a teacher area where 
they can post pictures/videos of you sharing your passion 
 
Thank you for your support, 
Sarrie 
 
 
 

 

Act onstage or get behind the scenes this summer! 
 
 
 

PVTC still has space in summer camp! Performance 
students take classes in acting, singing, dancing, design, 

and attend special workshops with master teaching 
artists. Tech campers have the chance to explore lights, 
sound, set building, painting, and costumes. All the hard 
work culminates in fully-staged performances at the end 

of the camp session. Join us for Honk JR (entering 
grades 3-8), Seussical KIDS (entering grades 1-6), A 

Funny Thing Happened on the Way to the Forum (high 
school), or tech camp (entering grades 6-8). Register 

online today at www.pvtc-ca.org! 

 

 

http://www.pvtc-ca.org/
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